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BATTLE OF ATLANTA.

The Terrible Struggle of July 22, 1864—Hood’s Desperate Attempt
| to Turn Sherman’s Left, and Drive Him Back from Atlanta.

By Maj.-Gen, GRENVILLE M. DODGE, Commander, Sixteenth Corps.

On the 17th day of July, 1S64, Gen.
Jolin K. Hood relieved Gen. Joseph E.
Jolnston in command of the Confederate
army in front of Atlanta, and on the 20th
Hood opened an attack upon Sherman’s
right, commanded by Gen. Thomas. The
attack was a failure, and resulted in a
great defeat to Hood’s army and the dis-
arrangement of all his plans.

On the evening of the 21Ist of July Gen.
Sherman’s army had closed up to within
two miles of Atlanta, and on that day
Force's Brigade of Leggett's Division of
Blair's Seventeenth Corps earried a promi-
nent hill known as Bald or Leggett's Hill,
that gave us a ¢lear view of Atlanta, and
Pplaced that city within range of our guns.
It was a strategic point, and unless the
gwing of our left was stopped it would
dangeronsly interfere with Hood's com-
munications towards the south. Hood
fully appreciated this, and determined upon
his celebrated attack in the rear’of Gen.
Sherman’s army.

On the 22d of July the Army of the Ten-
nessee was occupying the rebel intrench-
ments, its right resting very near the How-
ard House, south of the Augusta Railroad,
thence to Leggett’s 11ill, which had been
carried by Force's assault on the evening
of the 21st. From this hill Giles A. Smith's
Division of the Seventeenth Corps stretched
out southward on a road that occupied this
ridge, with a weak flank in air. To
strengthen this flank, by order of Gen. Me-
FPherson I sent on the evening of the 21st
ode brigade of Fuller's Division, the other
beirg left at Decatur to protect our parked
trains. Fuller camped his brigade about
half a mile in the rear of the extreme left
and at right angles to Blair’s lines, and
commanding the open ground and valley
of the forks of Sugar Creek, a position
that proved very strong in the battle. Ful-
ler did not go into line ; simply bivouacked,
ready to respond to any ecall.

On the morning of the 22d of July Gen.
MePherson ealled at my headquarters, and
gave me verbal orders in relation to the
movement of the Second (Sweeney’s) Divi-
sion of my (the Sixteenth) Corps, which
bad been crowded out of the line by the
contraction of our lines as we neared At-
lanta, and told me that I was to take
position on the left of the line that Blair
had been instructed to occupy and intrench
that morning, and cautioned me about pro-
tecting my flank very strongly. McPher-
Eon evidently thought that tﬁere would be
trouble on that flank, for he rode out to
exgmine it himself,

moved Sweeney in the rear of our
army, on the road leading from the Augus-
ta Railway, down the east branch of Sugar
Creek to near where it forks. Then turn-
ing west, the road erosses the west branch
of Sugar Creek just back where Fuller was
camped, and passed up through a strip of
woods and throngh Blair's lines near where
his left was refused. Up this road Sweeney
marched until he reached Fuller, when he
halted, waiting until the line I had se-
lected on PBlair's proposed new left could
be intrenched, so that at mid-day, July 22,
the position of the Army of the Tennessee
was as follows: Omne division of the Fif-
teenth across and north of the Augusta
Railway facing Atlanta, the balance of
the Fifteenthh and all of the Seventeenth
Corps behind intrenchments running south
of the railway along a gentle ridge with a
gentle slope and clear valley facing At-
lanta in front, and another clear valley in
the rear. The Sixteenth Corps was resting
on the road described. entirely in the rear
of the Seventeenth and Fifteenth Corps and
facing from Atlanta. To the left and left
rear the conuntry was heavily wooded. The
enemy, therefore, was enabled, under cover
of the forest, to approach close to the rear
of our lines.

II0OD'S ADBLE PLANS,

On the night of July 21 Hood had trans-
ferred Hardee's Corps and two Jivisions of |
Wheeler's Cavalry to our rear, going around
our left tlank, Wheeler attacking Spragne's |
Brigade, Sixteenth Corps, at Deecatur, !
where our trains were parked. At day- |
light Stewart’s and Cheatham’s Corps and |
the Georzia militia were withdrawn closer |
to Atlanta, and in a position to all;u-ki
gimuliancously with Hardee, the plan thus |
involving the destroying of the Army of |
the Tennessee by attacking it in rear and
front and the ecapturing of all its trains
corralled at Deecatur. Hardee's was the
largest corps in Hood’s army, and accord-
ing to Hood there were thus to move u;mni
the Army of the Tennessee about 40,000 |
troops.

HNOD'S ORDER OF ATTACK

was for llardee to form entirely in the
rear of the Army of the Tennessee, but
Huardee claims that he met Hood on the
pnicht of the 21st; that Lhe was so late in
moving his corps that they changed the
plan of attack so that his left was to|
strike the Scventeenth Corps. He was to|
swing his right until he enveloped and at- |
tacked the rear of the Seveuteenth and |
Fifteenth Corps.

Hood stond in one of the batteries of
Atlanta, where he could see Blair's left
and the front line of the Fifteenth and
Seventeenth Corps. 1le sayvs he was as-
tonished to see the attack come on Blair's
left instead of his rear, and charges his
defeat to that fact: but Hardee when he
swunz his right and came out in the open
found the Sixteenth Corps in line in the
rear of onr army, and he was as much sur-
prised to find us there as our army was at
the sudden attack in our rear. The driv-
ing back by the Sixteenth Corps of Har-
dee’s made his corps drift to the left and
against Blair, not ouly to Blair's left but
into his rear, so that what Hood declares
was the cause of his failure was not Har-
dee’s fault, as his attacks on the Sixteenth
Corps were evidently determined and fierce
enouzh to relieve Lim from all blame in
tkat matter.

Historians and others who have written
of the battle of Atlanta have been misled
by being zoverned in their data by the first
dispatches of Gen. Sherman, who was evi-
demtly misinformed, as he afterwards cor-
rected his dispatcles.
first dispatch that the attack was at 11 a.
m. and on Blair's Corps. and also that Gen.
MePherson was killed about 11 a. m. The
fact is, Blair was not attacked until half
an hour after the attack upon the Six-
teenth Corps, and McP’herson fell at about

'son was a few minutes later shot dead, met

lattendants, tiuined to warn him of his dan-

He stated in the |

teenth Corps having 5,000 men in a single
line, which received the attack of the three
divisions of Hardee's Corps, Hardee's left,
Cleburne's Division lapping the extreme
left of Dlair, and joining Cheatham’s
Corps, which attacked Blair from the At-
lanta front, and according to Hood they
were joined by the Georgia Militia under
Gen. Smith, extending down the line in
front of the Army of Ohio and Cumber-
land; Stewart's Corps occupied the works
and held the lines in front of the Army of
the Cumberland. The Sixteenth Corps
fought in the open ground:; the Fifteenth
and Seventeenth behind intrenchments.
Where 1 stood, just at the rear of the
Sixteenth Corps, I could see the entire line
of that corps, and could look up and see the
enemy’s entire front as they emerged from
the woods, and 1 guickly saw that both of

mental colors waved and fluttered in ad-
vance of the lines, and not a shot was fired
by the rebel infantry, although the move-
ment was covered by a heavy and well-
directed fire from artillery which was
posted in the woods and on higher ground,
and which enabled the guns to bear upon
our troops with solid shot and shell, firing
over the attacking column.

“It seemed impossible, however, for the
enemy to face the 5\\'(-epini._qu1diy fire
from Fuller's and Sweeney's Divisions, and

batteries of the Sixteenth Corps fairly
mowed great swaths in the advancing col-
umns. They showed great steadiness, and
closed up the gaps and preserved their
alignments ; but the iron and leaden hail
which was poured upon them was too much
for flesh and blood to stand, and before
reaching the center of the open ﬁeld_the
columns were broken up and thrown into
great confusion. Taking advantage of this,
Dodge, - with portions of Fuller’s and
Sweeney's Divisions, with bayonets fixed,
charged the enemy and drove them back
to the woods, taking many prisoners.

‘Gzen. McPherson’s admiration for the
steadiness and determined bravery of the
Sixteenth Corps was unbounded. Gen.
Dodge held the key to the position.

“IIad the Sixteenth Corps given way,
the rebel army would have been in the rear
of the Seventeenth and Fifteenth Corps,

my flanks were overlapped by the enemy.

and would have swept like an avalanche
over our supply trains, and the position of

!

SEETCH OF BAIT

Knowing Gen. McPherson was some two
miles away, I sent a staff officer to Gen.
Giles A. Smith, requesting him to refuse his
left and protect the gap between the Seven-
teenth Corps and my right, which he sent
word he would do. Later, as the battle
progressed, and I saw no movement on the
part of Gen. Smith, I sent another officer
to inform him that the enemy were passing
my right flank, which was nearly opposite
his eenter. and requested him to refuse his
left immediately, or he would be cut off.
This officer (Lient. D). Sheffly, who be-
lenged to the Signal Corps, and acted as
my Aid only for the time being), found, on
reaching Smith, that he was just becoming
engaged: that he had received orders to
hold his line, with a promise that other
troops would be thrown into the gap.

MCPHERSON'S DEATIL

My second messenger, Lient. Sheflly, re-
turning over the road upon which Mcl’her-
the tieneral on the road with a very few
gerous  position, assuring him  that the
encmy held the woods and were advanc-
ing. The General, paying no beed
to  his warning aud moving on my
Aid turned and followed him. They had
proceeded but a short distance into the
woods when a sharp command, “Halt!”
was beard from the skirmish line of the
rebels. Without heeding the command, Gen.
MclP’herson and his party wheeled their
horses, and at that moment a heavy volley |
was poured in, killing Mel’herson and so |
frightening the horses that they bct';ll‘llc'
unmanageable and plunged into the under- |
brush in different directions. My Aid be- |
came separated from the General and the |
rest of the party, and was knocked from his |
horse by coming in contact with a tree, and |
lay for some time in an unconscious condi- |
tion on the ground. As soon as he was!
sutliciently recovered he returned on foot |
to me, having lost his horse and equip- |
ments. Of Gen. McP’herson he saw nothing
after his fall.

: 2 X report. Afterwards one of Mercer's offi-
{and its losses were almost entively in killed | cops— Capt. Boyd, [ think—in trying his
{and  wounded—the missing having been [ kil as an artillerist, cracked one of the
jcaptured  at  Decatur through getting recaptured guns. At the saume moment of

!
His watch, erushed by con- |
tact with the tree, was stopped at two |
minutes past 2 o'clock, which fixed the|
time of Gen. Mcl’herson's death.

Gen. MePherson could not have left his
point of observation more than a few min- |
utes when 1 detected the enemy’s advance |
in the woods some distance to my right, |
and between that flank and Gen., Blair's |
rear, Fuller quickly changed front with a |
portion of his brigade to confront them, |
and pushing promptly to the attack cap-
tured (heir skirmish line and drove back
their main forces. Upon the persons of
some of these prisoners we found MecPher-
son's papers, field-glass, ete., which con-
veyed to me the first knowledge I had of
his death, or, rather, as | then supposed,
of his capture by the encmy, and seeing
that the papers were important [ sent
them by my Chief of Staff with all haste
to Gen. Sherman,

Gen. McPherson, it seems, had just wit-
nessed the decisive grapple of the Sixteenth
Corps with the charging columns of the
enemy, and, as probably couveying his own
reflections at that moment, I guote the
language of Gen. Strong, the only staff offi-
cer present with Lim at that critic:l mo-
ment.

“I'he General and nveelf,” said Strone,
“accompanied only by ovr ciicrlies, l'u-Te-
on and took positiens on ithe right of
Dodge’s line, and witressed the desperate

2 p. m. Gen. Sherman was at the Howard
House, which was miles away from the
scene of Ilardee’s attack in the rear, and
evidently did not at first comprehend the
terrific fighting that was in progress, and
the serious results that would have been
effected had the attack succeeded,

The battle began within 15 or 20 minu-
tes of 12 o'clock (noon) and lasted until
midnight, and covered the ground from the
Howard House, along the entire front of
the Fifteenth (Logan's) Corps, the Seven-
teenth (Blair's), and on the front of the
Sixteenth, which was formed in the rear
of the army, and en to Decatur, where
Sprague’s Brigade of the Sixteenth Corps
met and defeated Wheeler's Cavalry. A
distance of about seven miles,

BTRENGTH OF TIIE COMBATANTS,

The Army of the Tennessee had present
on that day at Atlanta and Deeatur about
26,000 men; 10,000 in the Fifteenth Carps,
19,000 in the Sixteenth Corps, and 7.000 in
ithe Seventeenth: about 21,008 of these
;were_in line of battle. Three brizades of
the Sixteenth Corps were absent, the Nix-

'assaults of llood's mrmy.

“The divisions of Gens. Fuller and
Sweeney were formed in a single line of
battle in the open fields, without cover of
lany kind (Fuller's Division on the right),
land were warmly engaged. The encmy,
massed in columns three or four lines deep,
moved out of the dense timber several Liun-
dred yards from Gen. Dodge’s position, and
after gaining fairly the open fields, halted
and opened a rapid fire upon the Sixteenth
Corps.  They, however, seemed surprised
to find our infantry in line of battle, pre-
pared for attack, and after facing for a
few minutes the destructive fire from the
divisions of Gens. Fuller and Sweeney, fell
back in disorder to the cover of the woojs.
Here, however, their lines were quickly
reformed, and they again advaced, evidently
determined to carry the position,

A GRAND AND IMPRESSIVE SIGHT.

“The scene at this time was grand and
impressive. It seemed to us that every
mounted officer of the attacking column was
riding at the front of, or on the right or
left of, the first line of battle. The regi-
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the Army of the Tennessee would have been
critical, although, without doubt, the re-
sult of the battle would have been in our
favor, because the Armies of the Cumber-
land and Ohio were close at hand, and the
enemy would have been checked and routed
further on.”

Gen. Blair in his official report of the
battle says:

“I witnessed the first furious assanlt
upon the Sixteenth Corps, and its prompt
and gallant repulse. It was a fortunate
circumstance for that whole army that the
Sixteenth Corps occupied the position 1
have attempted to deseribe, at the moment
of the attack, and although it does not be-
come me to comment upon the brave econ-
duct of the officers and men of that corps,
still I can not refrain from expressing my
admiration for the manner in which the
Sixteenth Corps met and repulsed the re-
peated and persistent attacks of the
enemy.”

TUHE SIXTEEXTH COEPS™ PROUD RECORD,

The Sixteenth Corps has a record in that
battle which we scldom see in the annals
of war. It met the shock of battle and
lired the last shot late that night, as the
enemy stubbornly vielded its grasp on Bald
Hill. It fought on four parts of the field,
and everywhere with equal suceess s it lost
no gun that it took into the engagement,

mired in a swamp.

At no time during the Atlanta eampaign
was there present in the Nixteenth Corps
more than two small divisions of thiree hri-
gades each, and at this thue these two Ji-
visions were widely seattered: on the At-
lanta field only 10 regiments and two bat-
teries were present, three entire brigades
being absent from the corps. It was called

fupon to meet the assault of at least three

divisions or nine brigades, or at the least
49 regiments, all full to the utmost thar a
desperate emergency could swell them, im-
pelled by the motive of the preconcerted
surprise, and orders from their commander
at all hazards to sweep over any and all
obstructions ; while, on the other hand, the
force attacked and surprised was fighting
without orders, guided only by the exigency
of the moment. T'heir captures represented
49 different regiments of the enemy. IHow
many more regiments were included in
those nine brigades [ have never been able
to learn. The fact that this small force,
technically, if not actually, in march, in
a perfectly open field, with this enormously
superior foree leaping upon them from the
cover of dense woods, was able to hold its
ground and drive its assailants, pell-mell,
back to the cover of the woods again, proves
that when a great battle is in progress, or
a great emergency occurs, no officer can tel]
what the result may be when he throws in
his forces, be they 5.000 or 20,000 men;
amd it seems to me to be impossible to draw
the line that gives the right to a subordi-
nate officer to use his own judgment in
engaging an enemy when a great battle is
within his hearing.

Suppose the Sixteenth Corps, with less
than 5,000 wmen, seeing at least three times
their number in their front, should have
retreated, instead of standing and fighting
a9 it did, what would have been the resull ¥
[ say that in all my experience in life,
until two forces struck and the Sixteenth
Corps stood firm, 1 never passed more
anxious cioments.

BI'RAGUE'S BRIGADE,

of the same corps, was engaged at the same
time within hearing, but on a different
ficld, at Decatur, fighting and stubbornly
holding that place, knowing that if he failed
the trains massed there and en rounte from
Roswell would be captured. 1lis fight was
a gallant and, sometimes, scemingly almost
hopeless one—giving ground inch by inch,
until, finaliy, he obtained a position that he
could not be driven from, and one that pro-
tected the entire trains of the army.

As Hardee's attack fell upon the Six-
teenth Corps, his left division (Cleburne’s)
lapped over and beyond Blair'y left, and
swung around his left front: ?xey ured
down through the gap between the left of
the* Seventeenth and the right of the Six-
teenth Corps, taking Blair in front flank
and rear. Cheatham’s Corps moved out of
Atlanta and attacked in Blair’s front. Gen,
Giles A, Smith commanded Blair's left
division, his right connecting with Leggett
at Bald Hill, where Leggett’s Division held
the line until they connected with the

the guns of the 14th Ohio and Welker's

Fifteenth Corps, and along this front the
battle raged with srent fury.

Cleburne advanced along the open
space between the Sixteenth and Seven-
"teenth Corps they cut off from Blair's left
and captured a portion of (wo regiments
of his command, and forced the Seventeenth
Corps to form new lines, utilizing the old
intrenchments thrown up by the enemy,
fizhting first on one side and them on the
other, as the attack would come from Har-
dee in the rear or Cheatham in the front,
until about 3:30 p. m., when. evidently after
a lull, an extraordinary effort was made
by the rebels to wipe out Giles A. Smith’s
Division and capture Leggett’s Hill, the
enemy approaching under cover of the
woods until they were within 50 yards of
Smith's temporary position, when they
pressed forward until the fight became a
hand-to-hand conflict across the trenches
occupied by Smith, the troops using the
bayonet freely and the officers their swords.
This attack failed; it was no doubt timed
to occur at the same time that Cheatham’s
Corps attacked from the Atlauta front,
which Leggett met. The brunt of Cheat-
ham's attack was against legeett's Hill,
the key to the position of that portion of
the Army of the Tennessee. {ien. Giles A.
Smith's Division had to give up the works
they occupied and fall into line at right
angles with Leggett's Division, Leggett's
Hill being ts apex of the formation: and
here, for thr uarters of an hour, more
desperate fighting was done arvound this
position than I can deseribe. 1U'p to mid-
night the enemy occupied one side of the
works while we occupied the other, neither
side giving way until Hood saw that the
whole attack was a failure, when those
who were on the outside of the works
finally surrendered to us. Their attack at
this angle was a determined and resolute
one, advancing up to our breastworks on
the crest of the hill, planting their flag
side by side with ours, and fighting hand to
hand until it grew so dark that nothing
could be seen but the flash of the guns
from the opposite side of the works. 'The
ground covered by these attacks was liter-
ally strewn with the dead of both sides.
The loss of Blair’s Corps was 1.801 killed,
wounded and missing. Blair's left struck
in the rear flank, and front gave away
slowly, gradually. fighting for everv inch

right flank of the Sixteenth Corps: then
they halted, and held the enemy, refusing
to give another inch.

NO PARALLEL IN WAR.

It would be difficult in all the annals of
war to find a parallel to the fighting of the
Seventeenth Corps, first from one side of
its works, and then from the other, one
incident of which was that of Col. Belknap,
of the Union side, reaching over the works,
seizing the Colonel of the 45th Ala., and
drawing him over the breastworks, making
him a prisoner of war.

About 4 p. m. Cheatham’s Corps was
ordered by Hood to again attack. They
directed their assault this time to the front
of the Fifteenth Corps, using the Decatur
wagon road and railway as a guide, and
came forward in solid masses, meeting no
success until they slipped through the rear
of the Fifteenth Corps by a deep cut used
by the railway passing through our 'in-
trenchments.

As soon as they reached eur rear, Light-
burn’s Division of the Fifteenth Corps be-
came partially panic stricken and fell back,
giving up the intrenchments for the whole
front of this division, the enemy capturing
the celebrated DeGress Battery of 20-pound-
ers and two guns in advance of our lines,
The officers of Lightburn’s Division rallied
it in the line of intrenchmrents just in the
rear where they had moved from in the
morning.

Gen. Logan was then in command of the
Army of the Tennessee, 1Ie rode over to
where I was, and [ sent Mercer's Brigade
of the Second Divsion under the guidance
of Maj. Edward Jonas, my A, D. ., to
the aid of the Fifteenth Corps.

Of the performance of that brigade on
that oceasion I quote the words of that staff
oflicer, Maj. Jonas:

MERCER'S HRIGADE.

“I conducted Mercer's Brizade to the
point where needed: arrived at the rail-
road, he at once deploved and charged, all
men of the ifteenth Corps at hand join-
ing with him, Mereer's Brigade recap-
tured the works and the guns. Old Col, M.
was slightly wonnded, and his ecelebrated
horse, “Rilly,” killed. By vour direction 1
said to Gen. Morecan L. Smith (tempor-
arily in command of the Fifteenth Corps) :
‘Gen. Dodge requests that von return this
brigade at the earliest practicable moment
as there is every indication of renewed as-
sault on our own line!' and, after saving
that your request would b respected, Gen.
Smith added: ‘Tell Gen. Daodge that his
bridgade (Mereer's) has done magnificent-
Ly, and that it shall have full eredit in my

Mercer's attack in front, Gen, Woods's
Division, Fifteenth Corps, under the eye
of Gen. Sherman, attacked the Confeder-
ates oceupying our intrenchments in flank,
and William=on’s Brigade joined Mercer's
in recapturing our line and the hatteries—
the 4th lowa Inf. taking a conspicuous
part,

In this battle Col. Mercer and many of
his men whom he so gallantly led had
served their time, and were awaiting trans-
portation home.  Eloauent words have heen
written and spoken all over the land in be-
half of the honor, of the bravery of the
soldier, but where is the word spoken or
written that can sav more for the soldier
than the action of these men on that field?
They were out of service: they had written
that they were coming home, and their eves
and hearts were toward the North: many
an anxious eye was looking for thé boy
who voluntarily laid down his life that
day; and many a devoted father, mother or
sister has had untold trouble to obtain
recognition in the War Department. be-
cause the soldier’s time kad expired: he
was mustered out, waiting to zo home, and
was not known on the records: but on that
day he fought on three different parts of
the field, without a thought except for his
cause and his country.

NO IMPRESSION ON THE LINE.

The continnous attacks of Cheatham
made no other impression on. the line. QOur
men were behind the intrenehiments, and
the slanghter of the enemy was something
fearful.  Gen, J. . Brown, who com-
manded the Confederate divisien 1hat broke
through our line, told me thitt after break-
ing through it was impossilde to force his
men forward; the fire on their flanks and
front was so terrific that when driven out
of the works one-half of his eommand was
killed, wounded or missing, ' The Confeder-
ate records sustain this, and’ it is a wonder
that they conld force their line so often up
to within 100 to 300 feet ot us, where our
lire would drive them baek, in spite of the
efforts of their officers, & great mawy of
whom fell in these attncks.

I could see the terrifie fighting at Leg-
gett's [ill, but along the lipe of the Kif-
teenth Corps, I can anly speak of as shown
{ by the records and as told me by Gen. John
{C. Brown, of the Confederate army. The
stubborness and coolness with which they
contested every inch of the ground won his
admiration, and the manner and method
with which the line was retpken must have
been seen to be appreciutt;

When dark fell upon ud the encmy had
relired, exce t

- argund tife angle in the
Seventeenth Uorps nov{:(_ as Leggett's or
Bald Hill. Here there ‘was a continuous

fire, desultory and at close quarters, the
enemy in places occupying " roung close up
to our intrenchments, and 10 relieve these
men of the Seventeenth Curps holding this
angle, who Were worn out, at the requesg
of Gen. Blair 1 sent two regiments of Mer-
cer's Brigade. They crawled in on their
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THE HISTORIC PLAINS OF MANASSAS.

Practice Ground To-Day That Once Shook With the Fierce En-
counters of Armed Myriads.

of ground. until their left was opposite the |

The grand manuvers on the plains of
Manassas, which begin in a few days, at-
tract general attention to a section which
at one time was of the most supreme inte:-
est to the people of the United States. For
three years the D’lains of Manassas were
the scene of mighty movements and awful
battle by great armies, and the news was
waited from day to day with interest so
intense as to be almost sickening.

A better field could not be selected for
the first of the grand manuvers and drills
which are intended for the instruction of
the IRlegular Army and National Guard of
the country in the science of war. It is
the first time that the Government has at-
tempted to do a thing like this. which is
considered vitally necessary in this era of
great armies. The force which will be as-
sembled, though only 30,0000 men, is very
much larger than ever brought rogether be-
fore, except for actual confliet.

Undoubtedly the manuvers will he fruit-
ful of immense good outside of the instruc-
tion in the art of war. Troops will be
brought together from seciions as remote
from one another as Connecticut and Texas,
The intermingling of citizen soldiers from
each will undoubtedly be very fruitful in
the familiarity, acquaintanice, and higher
estimation of each by the other. It all
tends greatly to the solidification of our
entire people into one homogineons com-
munity, with the same idens, aspirations,
ideals, and high standards of patriotism.

The Plains of Manassas are an ideal
manuvering ground. Thev are large enough
to admit all of the most varied move-
ments of great bodies of men, and are suf-
ficiently diversified in character to bring
out the most varied features of strategy
and tacties,

TIIE TERRAINE,

On the west is the range of the Bull
Run Mountains, with the much higher wall
of the Dlue Ridge, and many gaps, afford-
ing widest opportunities for successful
flanking movements.

The first great feature south of Wash-
ington is the line of the Occoquan—or more
familiarity Bull RRun. Cedar Run, Broad
Run and Bull Run—all eonsiderable
crecks, unite to form the Ocecoquan River,
which empties into the Potomac some 25
miles below Washington, and with their
high, steep banks make a strong line of
defense. Their passage is evervwhere more
or less dificult, and must be strongly
counted in any movement of bodies of
troops.

From 30 to 40 miles still farther south
is the still stronger line of the Rappa-
hannock, with its important tributary, the
Rapidan.

This section—extending some 65 miles,
or a little more, due south from Washing-
ton—and extending from the Blue Itidge
and the Shenandoah Valley eastward to
the I’otomac—with its breadth ent clear
across by the Rappahannock and Occoquan
and their tributaries—was the theater of
operations of the two great Armies of the
Potomae and Northern Virginia from the
beginning of the war, until the two forged
over toward the James in the bloody grap-
pling begun in the Wilderness when the
war was three yvears old.

In the manuvers a great many of the
movements of those eventful davs will be
repeated for the instruction of the troops
and ‘their commanders, and consequently a
review of some of the principal events will
be useful and timely in order to compre-
hend better the meaning of the operations
which are to be executed.

THE IMPORTANCE

of the Plains of Manassas during the war
of the rebellion consisted in their bLeing
the terraine upon whicl to defend both the
rival Capitals—Waslhington and Richmond.
They made the approach by which the
rebels threatened Washington and by which
the Union army advanced acaninst Rich-
mond. They covered the approach to the

Opening of the War at Bull Run Followed by Three Years of Marches, Manuvers
and Terrible Encounters.
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Shenandoah Valley, which was the high-
way to attack the Northern States and also
to come to the rear—the least defensible
side—of the National Capital.

After the firing on Fort Sumter the first
thought of the National Government was
to try to make its Capital secure. Wash-
ington is entirely surrounded by Mary-
land and Virginia, and therefore in the
heart of what was more or less an enemy’s
country. This was an extremely bad situa-
tion for a National Capital to be in, and
it was of importance to get in troops at
once to prevent its capture by a rush, such
as was possible for a few days.

As soon as troops sufficient to prevent
this were gathered. the next thought was
to push the enemy farther away, for the
moral effect.

back to Winchester, where they conld at
once oppose any farther advance of the
U'nion troops, be ready 1o attack the latter
if they were diminish~l in strength, and, if
successful, counld march directly on and
take Washington. At the fame time they
could, if necessarv. go quickly to the as-
sistance of their comrades at Manassas,

FIRST MOVEMENTS.

The troops gathered in Washington were
immediately pushed out to occupy Arling-
ton Hights, which commanded the city
from the Virginia side. As soon as Vir-
ginia, under the pressure of the troops sent
in from the Cotton States, voted to secede,
another column was set forward to ocenpy
Alexandria, during which operation Col.
Ellsworth was killed.

This gave the U'nion troops possession of
the south side of the I"otomac in an irregu-
lar line running from the hights above
Georgetown to Alexandria. This with the
hights around Harper's Ferry and the
ground immediately around Fort Monroe
were all of the pre<ent State of Virginia
under the control of the Union army,

President Lincolu’s call for 75084 men
had been responded to by 91,000 men. 1'n=
der the law they could be ealled out but for
three months, and their time would begin
to expire after the middle of Julr. A
large portion of them were militia com-
paniez, the members of which had re-
sponded to the eall at considerable personal
loss and inconvenience. Their natural de-
sire was to do sometliing decisive before

o FREPERICK
PE RS Y
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THE PLAINS OF MANASEAS

The rebels had taken up strong positions
at Harper’s Ferry, the entrance to the
Shenandoah Valley, and at the little village
of Manassas, 32 miles from Washington,
where the only railroad leading south from
the Capital crosses Bull Run.

This was a strong line of defense, be-
cause to the eastward Bull Run, merging
into the Oecoquan, runs through deep
gorges in the rocks until it falls into the
Potomac. Except in one or two places, an
army could not pass it, and thus it effeetu-
ally guarded the right flank of the rebel
army.

To the westward, or the left of the rehel
position, the country is difficult, the valleys
are deep, and their banks easy to defend.

Moreover, a branch of the railroad starts
from there and runs to the Slmn_andoah
Valley, affording an easy connection be-
tween the two bodies of troops. so that
they could mutually assist ome another by
a short line of communication, while the
I'nion armies were so widely separated
that thev had to act independently.

The Union troops had advanced and
tnken IMarper's Ferry, but the rebels, under
Gen. Joseph I Johuston, a man of great
ibility and a consummate soldiership, fell

tetnrning home, and their friends and the
public generally were equally desirous. ;
The humiliation of the surrender of Fort
Sumter, the assault upon the troops in
Baltimore, and a thousand and one con-
tumelious acts by the audacious rebels
stung the people’s hearts, and they burned
for somethine to be done to cow the in-
solent fomenters of treason, _Testore the
Government’s prestize. and brinz about a
cessation of the disturbance so detrimental
to business. No one then comprehended
the earnestness and influence of the men
who were committed to the rebellion. It
was believed, and no doubt was true, that
a quick, sharp blow by the Government
would bring the Southern people to their
senses and stop the fierce nonssnse of civil
war. Undoubtedlv this would have been
the case had the Government been as sure
of itself as it is to-day. The mass of the
Sonthern people did not want to go to
war and if the comparartively small number
of men who were dragging that section into
rebellion had met with a sharp, cruching
defeat, the Southern people would have
willingly acquieseed in their overthrow.
Before going any further it is necessary
to make a sweeping assertion, that all of

us to some of the dates, leave themn blank.
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At marriage my age was

Remarks :

(Contluued on il;;}h page,)

(Give nume of clergy man or persun olliciating. ;

Practical Results Already:

Although The National Tribune’s plan to aid widows was first announced only a few
weeks since, it is already of practical, almost daily, assistance to widows.
duty of every married comrade to attend to this matter.

It is the plain

Preliminary Report
To aid my widow, if I leave one, in getting her pension.

NoTe.—This report is short and can be easily written out on letter or legal cap paper. This course avoids cutting the paper. If uncertals

Dates of marriage, ages, ete., are more, impertant than dates of service.
it to THE NATIONAL TRIBUNE, Washingten, D. C.

When report is ready, mai)

Write above number and street, or H, F. lJ._So., if any.)

What wounds, diseases or disabilities, if any, are wiitten on your pension certificate?

, Present P. O.

Shates = Lo el e o s R R e . lwas in the service from________ ayel. o , 186____, to

ghee —dot idagsiofe ) vt oo ieuc e S U T L e e i P L R Gl L 5
(UGive rank, ulso company aud regiment.)

and ‘was honorabbypdischarged ab | .o 0 r o e e e L ,onthe________ day

Of . . cmrime s meesy 10D, .o AteYolapensioner? .. . . . . Atwhatrate? $________per month,

{'The tm:\“i;-u; ;slt:e'::cf c;f:l;n;e-‘.'.:.-l;',l.-].; | 7 ™=
------------- - -

on the_____ day of ______ I , 18_.
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